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Have you noticed our new outdoor boards?
These boards provide a modern and welcoming way to communicate important 

information, upcoming events, and church activities 
to the wider community. 

Your webpage will be where people look for information and a welcome.
If your church has not been updated yet, please contact George Oworae Danquah

at psdo@covnunmethodist.org.uk for further information
 and advice on the options available.

mailto:psdo@covnunmethodist.org.uk
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Please fund raise for Touch of Hope!!!
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Special Announcement Coventry Central Hall: 
People Make Places Property Project – Works Commencing!
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Circuit Bible passage for 2025-2027

The Tree of Life – Revelation 22:1-6
  

On our CLT and Staff Awaydays in October, we
focused on the passage from Revelation and what
God has to say to us through it. 
 
In the passage, verse 2 tells us that the tree of life
has ‘twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing
of the nations.’ This led us to think of seasons. We
made a visual depiction of a tree and a river, with
different kinds of leaves to show each season of the
year – light green, fresh new spring leaves, darker
green established summer leaves, red autumn
leaves and brown leaves that fall from the tree. 
  

We asked ourselves what might be the brown leaves we see – for example, the idea of one minister
per church, or one church per neighbourhood, seem to be things of the past, as is the idea of
Sunday as a day of rest in wider society. We wondered about red leaves, things which may still
appear to be good, but that are fading, and thought of mid-week groups such as Bible Studies and
prayer groups, which are reducing in number in many places. But there are also flourishing leaves
such as our Warm Hubs, our work to combat loneliness, offerings of extended Communion, etc.
And there are new leaves of using volunteers from beyond the Church to ensure that things we do
can carry on; our work with the Methodist Way of Life and the ‘On the Way’ course; and Street
Banquet, which you’ll be hearing about soon if you haven’t already.
 
There are plans for this tree and a supply of paper leaves to spend some time in each church
building, giving time for you all to write on the various colours of leaves – or on flowers, as we used
on our Flourishing Day on 24th October – the things that you see as new growth and as fading
memories within your congregation, and in sharing what each fellowship writes, we hope to notice
some commonalities which might help us see more clearly where God is leading us. 
 
We’ll be working on a timetable for the tree’s journey, and will give more details as to how we see it
working, in due course.
 
Until then, notice the falling leaves around you, and the ones that stay green through the winter,
and give thanks to God for his wonderful creation!
 
Christine Crabtree
 



Next ‘Great Green Gathering’ A meeting online by zoom Saturday 7
November 3pm – 4pm.

th

We look forward to reviewing our work and commitment in being a 
Eco-Circuit, sharing ideas and inspiring each other.

We very much look forward to meeting with Danielle and Shalome (New
Places for New People, West Midlands District)

Zoom details:
Topic: GGG

Time:  November 7  2026 at 3pmth

Join Zoom Meeting
Passcode: 271718
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Eco News from across the circuit

Do share with us any plans or initiatives going on in your church 
(photos always welcome!

Earlsdon is working on the small garden alongside our church to create a wildlife friendly space – look out
for ‘before and after’ pictures! 

We are also pressing on towards a silver award for Eco-Church. 
 Lois Talbot (loismtalbot@gmail.com) Circuit Eco-Rep

Greetings from the Methodist Church in Kenya, part 1
Every church, every minister and every project I visited in Western Kenya and Nyanza Province asked
me to send their loving greetings in Christ to the Coventry and Nuneaton Circuit, and so I bring
greetings, from Rev. Melkizadek, Rev Monica, Rev. Samuel, Rev. Geoffrey and Rev. Marian as well as
the Simbiri Methodist and Kebabe Methodist and the other churches in their circuits and the Africa
Inland Mission and the chaplain and staff of Homa Bay women’s prison.

As always, my time in Kenya was amazing and I was privileged to share in the lives of many people in
rural communities. Rural communities have few facilities, and that includes the churches. Each circuit
is responsible for paying its ministers and so those in rural circuits, where there are few resources and
ways of earning, cannot afford their ministers.

 Rev. Marian has been in an appointment for 2 years where they cannot afford to pay her, where
housing would not be safe for a single woman, so she commutes from the home she has rented for
about 2 hours several times a week to work with the people of Kariachor. She is gifted in work with
children and young people and so has built up the Sunday School and raised funds so that their
rented church hut has a floor.

Rev. Melkizadek is also in appointment that struggles to pay him, has no house so he, too, has to
commute for around 2 hours, using the motor bike taxis to his church. Housing is not provided in most
rural appointments, so the ministers need to rent. Melkizadek is in his first appointment and struggles
to build proper relationships with his 3 churches from a distance.
Rev. Samuel, in a different denomination, faces the same problems. No one cares is his comment,
repeated by many other rural ministers whom I have know over the past 25 years.
We may struggle with the assessment, but I am certain that this is a better way of supporting our
ministers and their mission than pretending they don’t exist and leaving them and their churches to
fend for themselves.
Next month I will share some of my experiences during my recent visit.

Deacon Sue Fry shares highlights from her recent visit to Kenya
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News from around the Circuit 

Harvest at Meriden

At Meriden, we held our Harvest Service on 11th October.
We had a traditional service and gathered food to make
and beautiful display in church, and to be taken to the
Coventry Food Bank afterwards.
 
We remembered the difficult year that our farmers have
had, with much-reduced harvests. This was also the
theme of our Harvest Supper on Friday 16th October,
when we tucked into a plentiful supper and puddings,
and heard something of the plight of farmers, not only at
Harvest, but facing rural crime, isolation and mental
health issues. Money from the meal tickets will be going
to the farmers charity RABI, the Royal Agricultural
Benevolent Institution, which gives grants to farmers,
and provides a 24-hour helpline for those in any kind of
need, practical advice and help, and events for farmers
and the farming community.

Tea, Toast and an MP at Ridge Lane
 
On 12th October, Ridge Lane Tea and Toast had a visit from Rachel Taylor MP. She joined us around
the table, even bringing a large tin of coffee for the group to use. She chatted with people about
what was important to them, and promised to take action on some of the issues mentioned. She
left us her newsletter and dates of her surgeries.

Tea and Toast happens every Monday
from 10.00 to 12.00. As you can see, it
spans the ages (permission was given by
each person in the photo, and the baby’s
mother). It’s a welcoming place to have a
cuppa, share news, and find out what’s
going on. As the morning goes on, more
and more people arrive and the circle
gets wider. In a village with no coffee
shop, or community space other than in
the pub, this is an essential weekly 
get-together for whoever wishes to
come.
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