
peaked over the last two years – however, the 
human heart is slowly embracing God 
consciousness. The future of human relations 
is bleak. If optimism depends on a trajectory 
of success, then life in its fullness is stalling 
and the basis for optimism disappears. 
Thank God for hope! When we remember the 
message of the Cross and the Empty Tomb, 
hope makes its way into our heart. Let’s sing 
(StF) 309 “See, what a morning, gloriously 
bright". 

When remembering begins to elude 
us, we have such hope that someone will 
remember on our behalf. Let’s us recap and 
realize that the two men in dazzling clothes 
assist the women to remember the Word of 
their Lord. They women, in turn, help the 
other disciples to do likewise. Later, on the 
same Day, Jesus himself assist the disciples 
on the Emmaus Road to remember the Word. 
Church, guess what, both groups ‘remember’ 
and their hope was real and joy unspeakable. 

 At worship, the preaching, hymn 
singing, our fellowship, the ritual of baptism 
and holy communion, the symbols of the 
church – all assist us remember his death and 
resurrection. “Do it, whenever you do it in 
remembrance me”, says our Lord. So, the 
more we worship, the more we become God 
conscious. This kind of consciousness in us 
enables us to remember and renew our hope.  

Church, when the trend of our mission 
activities gives way to hopelessness, even in 
the face of our setbacks, difficulties, and 
pain, when optimism fades away, let’s take 
time to ‘remember’ the Word, to take in the 
promises of the Lord… let’s remember how 
his hand has guided us. “Remember, I am 
with you always” (Matthew 28:20).   

Let us sing (StF) 314 “This joyful 
Eastertide"  

Activities: 

1. The two men help Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
the other women to remember the 
teaching of their Lord. Outline what or who 
helps you to remember your Creator.  
………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

2. In the hope that the Resurrection Day 
offers, what are your ‘hopes’ for the future? 
………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

 
 3. Prayer time:  
We pray: 

o with displaced people in search of 
hospitality, 

o with believers who, in their words 
and actions, remind people of the 
Lord and his teaching, 

o with believers whose faith and hope 
are declining,  

o with other concerned people:   
………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… 

The Lord’s Prayer - Amen. 
Let’s sing (StF) 659 'As dawn awakes 

another day’ 
The Blessing: 
Jesus, remember me, when you come into 
your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me, when you come into 
your kingdom (Taizé Community). 
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“God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear " (Acts 10:40).  
 
Readings:  

Psalm 118 
Acts 10:34-43 
Luke 24:1-12 
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Order of Worship:  
 
Let’s sing (StF) 299 “Easter 

jubilation fills the streets and towns lyrics"  
 

We give thanks: 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; his steadfast love endures forever! 

Let everyone say, "His steadfast love 
endures forever. 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord's doing; it is 
marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118 

selected verses). 

 
We pray: 
If we have fallen into despair, 

Lord, forgive us. 
If we have failed to hope in you, 

Lord, forgive us. 
If we have been fearful of death, 

Lord, forgive us. 
If we have forgotten the victory of Christ, 

Lord, forgive us. 
 
Let’s sing hymn (StF) 295 “Jesus is 

Lord of all the earth” 

 
Reflection on the Gospel Reading 

Good morning church! What a joyful 
and glorious day this is! We are glad to shout 
in praise ‘He is risen! He is risen indeed, 
alleluia! May this Easter celebration be so  
joyful that it inters your collection of brilliant  
Eastertides over the years. You’re perhaps  

happy to recollect your best Easter moments. 
 

1. To live includes to remember, or 
in varying circumstances, to live nurtures the 
hope that someone will remember on our 
behalf or assist us to remember. Generally, 
life includes the real desire for recollecting 
the past, remembering to live in the now, and 
participating in events of the future.  

 In our daily life, we constantly need to 
remember birthdays of our most loved ones, 
where we last placed the keys; we need to 
remember our pin numbers and passwords, 
to take our tablets/pills; we get to remember 
to brush our teeth and feed the pet. Still, in 
our relationships with one another, we get to 
remember to be politically correct, always, in 
the church and family, in the workplace and 
wider society. Above all, we need to 
remember our Creator and attend church.      

What about when remembering is not 
as easy as it once was? Experiences show that 
when we find it difficult to remember we use 
the assistance of gadgets: old time alarm 
clocks, phone alarm, diaries, and notepads. 
Otherwise, God provides us with someone to 
remember on our behalf. Our life revolves 
around the gift of remembering. Jesus knows 
this such that Luke’s Gospel highlights it. 

  
  2. Angels remind the women - On 

an Easter day like today, two men in dazzling 
clothes urge the terrified women at the tomb 
to "remember how he told you, while he was 
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise again." They 
remembered his words and were able to 
return to the others and tell them what had 
happened”. This recollection is crucial for 
them and for us because from now on our 

hope is rooted in the Resurrection Story. If 
Christ has not been raised, " our faith is futile 
and we are still in our sins," (1 Corinthians 
15:17). 

Amid everything they need to 
remember - in their moments of loss and time 
of uncertainty - the men in dazzling clothes 
invite Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women in 
that group, to remember the words of their 
Lord and revisit their faith because life is not 
simply about optimism or wishful thinking, it 
is certainly about hope.   "Let’s sing (StF) 313 
“Thine be the glory risen, conquering Son" 

 
3. To have hope is to live. What is 

then the hope of the resurrection? Let’s first 
say what it is not. Such hope is not the same 
as optimism. Whilst optimism is an indication 
that, building on an apparent trend of 
success, positive results will follow, hope 
comes into being, very often, amid chaos, 
disappointment, and loss - when from an 
optimistic perspective everything is lost. As 
pessimism seems to reign supreme, hope 
conquers all. Still, hope does not necessarily 
arise from a chaotic situation itself but from 
a reality that transcends the situation. Hope 
is like a dim light piercing through the 
darkness of the night to brighten the dawn of 
a new day. That new day is the Resurrection 
Day.  

Therefore, a careful analysis of our 
situation gives little reason for optimism. In 
church, lower attendance at worship, in 
society, rising cost of living is real; in church, 
there a chapel, and its associated compliant 
guidelines, to keep, in society war and 
economic refugees are obliged to get a home, 
now. Over the last 25 years, we’ve lived an 
increase in technology consciousness, this  


